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Th 1 B i. 20, 21, 22, 
Ti zen Jo aroſe. and rent bis M ant 
and ſhaved his Head, and fell down 
4 upon the Ground and worſhipped, 
and ſaid, Naked. came I out of my 

oth Mother” s Vs. and naked ſhall T 
return thither + The Lord gave, 
and the Lord 3 talen away; 


bleſſed be the Name of the Lord. 
In all this Job fined not, nor 
SD God Om b 


11 E excellent. Perſon, ſo. ak come 
. mended in this Text for his quiet hum- 
ble Submiſſion to the extraordinary Suf- 
- AA ferings he was viſited with, has the Ho- 
nour of being the e Subject of an entire, 
large Book of the ſacred Scriptures. Tis called, 


from him, the Book of Jos, becauſe it treats 


principally of his Concerns ; and, as ſome think, 
becauſe the main Contents of it were originally 
committed to writing by him . The Learned con- 
| 6; jecture 


_ x: Sore aſcribe the Writing of this Book (probably the an- | 
cienteſt in the World now extant) rather to Elibu; for which 


4 The Patience of Jos deſcribed, 
jecture variouſly as to the original Meaning of the 
Name Jos. One of the Ancients interpreted 
this Name by Grieving : he deriving it from an 
_ Hebrew Particle that ſignifies, Vo to. Some chtift 

to derive it from a Word that ſignifies. an Enemy; 

 #n4 ſo make it to * ſignify, @ Perſon” hated, or 

ſtruck at by an Enemy. Beſides theſe e, there are 

one or two more Conjectures about it, which it is 
C 3 1 8 0 f need- 


they argue, from his not being named with the reſt of Job's Vi- 
ſitants, Chap. ii. 11. and from Chap. xXxii. 15, 16, 17. where 
de ſeemingly ſpeaks of himſelf as the Hiforian. It was written, 
we may reaſonably ſuppoſe, in the Arabian Pialect. (r.) Be- 
cauſe Fob and the others concerned, were Arabians. (2.) Be- 
cauſe; as ſome of the Learned, Hinkelman, Beveridge, Furie, 
c. have obſerved, it abounds. with Arabiſins, which, by rea- 
ſon of the Conciſeneſs of the Arab Stile, render. it more obſture, 
and remarkably different in its Stile from the other Books of the 
Old Teftament. From the original Arabic, it might be tran- 
ſlated into the Hebreny ; either by Maſes, who met with it 
while a Sojourner in Midian, or by Solomon, or ſome other in- 
ſpired Perſon. ' The Arabick Phraſes noted in it are, in Chap. 
v. 5, 7, 26. Chap. vi. 6, 18. Chap. vii. 6, 15. Chap. viii. 16. 
| Chap. ix. 4. Chap. Txxviii. 32. Chap. xli. 9. and eſſew here. 
6: b St. Ferom. 2 | DA, T- 3 5 0 W N * 
As ſome derive this Name, which, in Hebrew, has four 
Letters, job, from the Particle Ali, which ſignifies, Je, Ws 
Zo; and others, from Aojeb, an Enemy; ſo others, from Fe- 
Bab, to ſhout ; and others again, from Ab, a Magician, or a 
wiſe Man, a Philoſopher. t the learned Jobn Mercer blame 
z curious Enquiry into the Original of this Name; which hd 
ſuppoſes. might be of an Arabic Extract. Sed curioſius non 
puto vocis etymon inquirendum, quia ex fonte potius Arabico 
5 + ductum puto; etſi multa Arabica nomina virorum cum He- 
. 4% bræis conveniunt, & ex fonte ſint Hebræo, ut ſociorum Job, 
| +» Fliphaz, Tſophar, Elihu,” &c. Foan. Merceri Comment. 
I Job i. 1. Whereas ſome of the Fews, and ſome Chriſtians 
too, have queſtioned, Whether there ever was ſuch a Man ag 
this Fob, ſuppoſing this Book to be a moral, inſtructive Fa- 
ble, rather than a true Hiſtory 3 the Learned generally reject 
that Notion, believing that cb really was; and that what is 
here related concerning him, was real Fact; which they argue 
from the hiſtorical Manner evident through the Book, and from 
the honourable Mention made of him by Ezekiel and James. 
Ihe former ſpeaks of him as a real Perſon, with two others, 
5 5 4 | eminent 


dling Part of, our or five di 
tated concerning Jo: his moſt eminent Piety'3 


enabled for on that Occaſion, AO 


ver. 25 And again, ver. 3 T7, Bere was (pr 


A 1 
"SR 
RS if 


and recommended to Im tations * 


needleſs to trouble you . with at preſent though, 


as the Name is inſerted in my Text, * 
not improper jult to hint at fome Accounts of 
Meaning of it. * 


run; this Cha el, hich m Ten i is the con 
a7 Te Things are rer 


his prodigious Wealth and Subſtance ; ;. Satan's ma- 
{icious Inſinuation againſt him; the very uncom- 


mon Trials it pleaſed Gop to exerciſe. him with ; 


and the moſt holy, exemplary, Behaviour. he. . f 
As to his moſt eminent "Prtys. we: read of. ws at, 


in or about 1/aa7's X Time) 4 Man in fle. 
of Uz (the Land, of Egom *, or a Tract of Arabia 
not far from that; (Sealed; whether from Dx, Ke 
Son of Aram, Gen: x. 23. or from Us, the $ 
Naor and Milcah, or from Uz, the Horite, Ger: 

xxxvi. 28. is uncertain) whoſe Name za Job, and 


that Man Twas perfect and 00) min 3 ene * 


00. 211 


| eminent in their 8 Exel. xiv. 1444 20. -The a men- 


Gon. him as having been a real, ſhining: Example. of Patience: 
Pap; 3. £1. 

7 71 I find ſeveral different Opinions about the Time when 
Fob lived. Thoſe which place him long after Mo/es, are highly 
improbable and abſurd :- Some make him Cotemporary with 
Mo/es, or with the Afflictions of Iſrael in Egypt; but as. it is 
evident that he lived long before Moſes, from the Length of his 
Life, which could not be much ſhort of two hundred Years, becauſe 
he lived after his Troubles one. hundred and torty- Years ;- and 
before his Troubles began he had ten Children ; ſome of whom, 
at leaſt, were grown. up, and had Houſes of their own: ſo it 
is argued, that he lived in or about 7/-ae/'s Time, from both 


his Fun when he died, and from the Pieces of Money 
pre 


ented tö him, Chap. xlii. 11. The Piece of Money which 
each preſented him with, is, in Hebrew, Kefitah ; we render i 
Lambs, Gen. xxxiii. 19. And we read not of it before r 


Time. V. Shuckford's H. is Pal. II. p. 1 55. 


Lum. Iv. 21. 


Anil 


„„ e 


6 The Pitierite of Jo Weſeribed, 


once and I ſchewed Evil: S conſpicuous. and 
ary Was tlie Dttegrity of this Man, that 
the i, on a certain Occafion, faid, unto Satan, 
Haſt thou confider'd my Seruant Tos, that there is 
Wore The him mm De Ferit (or in the Land d where 
he Hives) a pe eſe or an 1 right, Man, one that 
feureih God and eſtheweth Epil. eat Searcher 
of all Hearts gave 1 «Teſt ſtimony to 
Yrightneſs. 


. As e Eat A N 5 

e Per 8 Subſtance of this eminently 

55 vs an Actount of them, ver. 

25 7. vere were born unto him even Sons and three 
Di ters. HI Subſtance alſo was ſeven thouſand 
Pp,” % three thouſand Camels, and froe hundred 
| of Oxen, and Fur Aae Sbe-aſſes, and 4 
y great” Hbuſpold (a large Company of Men 
Haid Servants) / that its Man was the great. 
ft of alF-rhe Mei of the Eaſt. Jos then, was exceed- 
ing wealthy as well as eminently religiqus. His.ex- 
traordimary 7 Richies and Grandeur among Men, did 
not ſwell him with Pride; did not diſpo 15 him to be 
ſcornful or oppreſſive of his poorer Neighbours, Ser- 
vants, or Dependants; did not hinder his always act- 
ing as under the Eye and in the Fear of the, moſt 
. God, or make him, i in the eaſt, neglectful of 

Dury to Gr. 

- Notwithſtanding which, Satan, who ig Ager 
| wards * branded as the wicked One, and. the Accuſer 
. the Brethren, he maliciouſly ſuggeſted Jon to 
de. n Bex than a. baſe rei or one whoſe 


1 Bont chial, hit _ was 2 King, 9 the fine with Jo- | 
, bub, mentioned as a, King in Edom, Gen. xxxvi. 32 but that 
could not be ; becauſe Bela, Fobab's Predeceſlor, Cotem- 
ry with Moſes, and probably Brother to. Balaam, the Son, 
LA „ Beſides, the Names Fobab and Feb, are, in the He- 
boi vemarkably different; more lo than they appear to * 
in our Engliſo Bibles. 
6 Matt: xiii. 38. Rev. xii. 10. a 


Love 


= _— * 


* 


and es 70 3 


Love and Fear of God were n  Gncore, b. but difſems 
bled only. This We Toe pj 19, 10, 2288 
Satan anfexered. tht Lord and 4 


God for He does not ſo ch r 
as . Secular Adyantage: . e _ 92515 


Love to God, "and makes a. Sh eO lence. to 
him ; tis but a Pretence, Ha. Ne” 9 7 an 
Hegee about him? Men haſt 2 * the Wark.of - 

and now. and 


3 Bis Hand. Hul put forth thine 
touch all that he hath, 770 he will curſe thee, to 8255 
Face. This Accu lation the Heart-ſearchi 

knew to be a moſt malicious Falſhood: e 98 fe 
the Trial and Diſtovery of the fincere, eminent Piety 


of his Servant Jos, he ſuffers Satan to do what he 


4 would againſt his Subſtance and Family, without, 
as yet, ſmiting or afflicting his Perſon, 1 12. 
* And the Lord faid unto Satan, Behold, all 


ehe hath is in thy Power, only Upon himſelf pu | 


« not forth thine Hand.” - 

What the holy One, for wiſe and. good Pu Purpoſes, 
permitted Satan to do, that he Failed ; not ſoon to ex- 
ecute; as we read in ver. 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19. 
Z How various and grievous were the Calamities that 
nov befel this great and good Man! (1.) While his 

Oxen were plowing, and his Aſſes feeding beſides 
them, the Sabeans, a wild Arab People, fell up- 
on both, carried them off, and ſlew the Servants. 
that were with them; one alone being 


fame Time, his Sheep, and the Servants that at» 


A them (all, rxcepr Ms ſ PRIN for the a 


* Fibm this Paſſage 8220 e, but v Wat _—_ t 
was Cotemporary with the 2 of Sela, Who 1, 2 Jos 
" As ridiculous is it to ſuppoſe (as ſome have done) from 
1 what follows, relating do the Chaldeaw, chat he lived 


;\ S{ P 
£ * 4 Se 


_ | | Pur. 


th Jos, fear 


* 
- 


reſerved to 
carry the heavy Tidings, ver. 15, 75 ) About the 


1 2 
about Nebuchadnezzar's Time; as though the Chaldrans had 


1 e rn eee 


— — — 


> 


ver. 16. (3.9 The Caldeans too, having formed 
chemfelves Fd three Companies, or 9 ſeized 
bis Camels, and not only carried them off, but flew 


© » 9 * 


8 2 +a g 


a bitte of Jo! 5 de eribed | 
"as s before) were conſumed by Lighming, N 


the Servants; one only being ſpared, as before, and 
for the fame Purpoſe, ver. 17. (4.) Over, and 


above all his foregoing Loſſes, . "Childrex, too 


were killed ; in the midft of their Merriment they 
were all taken away by a ſudden Stroke; For, 


while they were feaſting in his eldeſt Son's H ouſe, 
and were apprehenſive of no Danger, an extraordi- 4 


nary Wind, blowing from the Arabian Deſert, at- 
tack*d the Houſe on all Sides, beat beat it down, and 
killed the whole Company preſent; one of the Al. 
tendants only eſcaping, that he might, ſpeedily, 
and juſt upon the Arrival of the other Meſſengers, 


report to Jos. the moſt diſmal and ſhocking Oc 
cCaurrence, ver. n | 


Were, all the Children ot this good M an — 


ſtroyid, on the Occaſion mention d, his Daughters. | 1 
as well as his Sons? For it is not ſaid, the ſe 


fell on the whole Company; 3 but zt fell on the young 


Men, and they are dead; which may ſeem to con- 


fine the Deſtruction to Jos's ſeven Sons, or to them 
and their Servants attending; and to intimate, that 
his Daughters were providentially preſerved. while, 3 


3 97 Brethren were killed. Bur, 


As God's Grant to Satan was more unlimited, 


8 * reaſonable to ſuppoſe, the malicious Enemy 


would no more ſpare his three Daughters than his 


ſeven Sons, unleſs they were preſerved, as his Wife 


was, to be a Snare and Temptation to him which 
1 think there is no Ground ee ., | 

2, Though the, Word, which we render goung. 
Men (ar is of the maſculine Gender only, 0 


z Earp, a G Wie; in his Aue., calls Lightning © 


: he * we 7 , Tve dog. 


9 We” 2 > <a Se 7 8 7 . * ' - . 
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and recommended to Imitation. 9g 
the Daughters may however be included; for maſ- 
culine Nouns are often put for thoſe of both Sexes; 
as Gen. iii. 16. Unto the Woman God ſaid, In 
cc Sorrow thou ſhalt bring forth Sons; ſo it is in 
the Hebrew, Banim; yet it is rightly render d, 
Children, both Sons and Daughters being evident- 
ly included. Several other Inſtances might be pro- 
duced; which makes it probable, that the Devil 
vented his Rage againſt Joz's Daughters, as well ag 
his Sons; though the latter only are expreſly men- 
tion'd. 17 pn 
Upon receiving all theſe diſmal Accounts, with 
| fo inconſiderable a Space between one and another, 
what the Behaviour of this good Man was, the 
Text informs us: Then Jos aroſe, and rent his Man- 
He, &c. Where obſerve, . 5 
(i.) When Jos received the heavy Tidings of 
what had befallen all his Cattle, all his Servants, 
except four, and every one of his ten Children, Be 
- = was far from being ſtupid and unaffe#ed ; he was 
very ſenſible of his great Loſſes, and deeply con- 
Z cerned for them. The great Sorrow of his Heaft 
 ®. difcover'd it ſelf, in that he aroſe, and rent his Man- 
tile, and ſhaved his Head; which were uſual To- 
kens of great Trouble and Concern in thoſe ay "2 
Times *, as well as afterwards. He rent bis Man- 
te; whether it was his upper Garment, as moſt | 
underſtand it, or an inner Veſt, is not material. 
Ihe way of renting Garments, in Token of Diſtreſs | 
and great Concern, is found not only in the S:7ip- 
= Zures, but in the Writings of the Heathen; many. 
of whoſe ancient, civil Rites, as well as religious © 
Cuſtoms, took their. Riſe from what had been long 
before practiſed among the People of God. He 
ſhaved his Head; ſome abſurdly underſtanct this of 
his plucking off his Hair in ſuch Rage and Impa- 


k Gen. xxxvii. 34. Judges xi. 39. Job. 12. Acts xiv. 1j. 
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10 The Patience of Jos deſcribed 
tience as Homer aſcribes (with what Juſtneſs and 


Propriety I will not determine) to ſome of his Fe- 
Foes. We do not read of Jos's making Any Cut- 
tings in his Fleſh, or any way mangling his Body 
on this mournful Occaſion. Such barbarous Rites, 
though afterwards uſual among the Heathen, did 
De obtain any where ſo — as Jos's Time. 
4 (hey were after Jos? Time prohibited to Go pꝰs 
r 2 5, Peop le in the Law of Moſes, and were 
" pro ughed at as = bt. and ſilly by the wiſer Hea- 
then themſelves, ſo nothing like this could conſiſt 


with the Wiſdom and Piety of the Servant of God, 
here ſpoken of. However, he comply'd with the 
Habic a and Cuſtom of Mourners in his Time. 80 
far as Religion would allow, be did as Mourners | 


were wont to do, in the Place and Time wherein 


he lived; for be rent bis Mantle, and: ſhaved his 


Head. It does not become any to be unconcerned 


for what God does, or ſuffers to be done againſt 


them 3 Jos was far from being ſo. Yet,  _ 
(2.) Though greatly concerned, he was not over- 


whelmed : he did not ſorrow as one having no 


Hope, or as one that paid no Regard to the foyezeign 
Avthority and uncontroulable Pleaſure of the great 
God. For, as he rent his Mantle, and ayes his 


Head, in Token of his Concern; ſa he fell down 


an the Ground and wor ſhipped, aud. ſaid, Naked 
EY 5 
-[1.] The Heavineſs of Jon's Troubles, and the 


: £ 1 catneſs of his Concern, did not drive him from 


PRs 25 cauſe him to neglect his Duty to him: 
be fell down on the Ground and worſbipped. 


v5 
"A his Hanis either his Kneeliug, or his Proftration 


before Bop, in Token, at once, of his deep Cons 
ETD, and mot humble Jubmaten . iP Tot Fatah, 


L eg 


FG Ackles in "his Iliad ii, xviii. v. 25 & c. To Ut, 72 
in bis Oe, 4. v: 150% Ce, 0 TRE 


„ © "T*3 CJ 4 


27 12. ©. 


Prayer oft ufed by the Ancients. 


and recommended to Imitation. 11 
or wing all along on the Ground, was a Poſture A 


As it is the low- 


eſt and humbleſt Poſture a Man can put himfelf in- 
to, fo it was uſed by God's People, in token of 
a deep Senſe of their own Meannels in the Sight of 
Gov, and a becoming Awe of him. We read of 
Moſes worſhipping in this low Poſture of Submife 
ſion, Deut. ix. 18. of David's doing the ſame, 
2 Sam. xii. 16. Chap. xiti. 31. Sometimes, on joy- 
ful Occaſions, they uſed to make a very low Obet- 
ſance, with their Faces towards the Ground, in to- 
ken of Reverence and Thankfulneſs; as we read of 
Fehoſhaphat, in 2 Chron. xx. 18. But in Caſes of 
very great Calamity, their Manner was, to fall 
down on the Ground before Gop, to ſignify their 
Submiſſion to him, whoſe ordering Pleaſure the 
took Notice of in what had betalen them. 
fictions ſhould not drive us from Gop, but rather 
lead to him. Is any Man affifed, let him pray. 
1 Acknowledgments of Gop, and worſhip- 
ping before him, are never unſeaſonable. Gop 
has often ſent ſharp Trials on purpoſe to bring Per- 
ſons to a juſt Senſe of their Duty, and a more ſeri. 


ous, diligent attending on him. 


External Signs of 


Reverence and Submiſſion, are much eaſier than a 
true Reverence of God, and a ſincere hearty Sub- 
jection to his Authority and Will. Without theſe 
Graces of Reverence and Submiſſion, out ward To- 
kens and Profeſſions are of no Account with the 
= ſearching Gop: Yet theſe are what deco 


; for Jos rent bis Clothes, & . 
1 When Job was fallen down before Go p, th 


" 


hy on the weak, helpleſs, deſtitute Condition 


in which he was born. Naked came J out of 1 
Mother's Womb, I was born a Fat help! 
Mortal : — nothing into the 


® James v. 13. 


d with me, 


*_ 1 


12 The Patience of I oB deſcribed, 
of what it has pleaſed Gop, by his Providence, to 
| deprive me of, As this Conſideration was part of 
the Apoſtle's Argument why Chriſtians ſhould be 
-content with a Sufficiency, when Providence denies 
them a Plenty, 1 Tim. vi. 7; ſo it was one of the 
[Ll 3 nd that. hel ped to quiet good Jos ynder his 
very heavy Trials, Every one of us came into the 
World px 5 without Cloathing, without an Abi- 
lity to ſhift for our ſelves, and under a Neceſlity af 
periſhing without the Care of others. This naked 
Condition, in which we are born, is an Evidence of 
gur natural Corruption, as the Children of the firſt 
Adam. For though, had our firſt Parents continu- 
ed innocent, their Children muſt have been born 
naked, as themſelyes were; yet, in that Caſe, their 
want of an artificial Covering would not have been 
hartful or dangerous, or any way inconvenient to 
them. It was not fo to our firſt Parents themſelves 
before they fell; and it would have been no more ſo | 
to us their Poſterity, were we not born the ſinful Off- 
ſpring of our finning firſt Father, and Covenant- 
head. In this Reſpect there is no Difference be- 
tween one and another ; the Wealthy, the great ones 
of the World, and the cruly Religious: The/e, no leſs 
than the Poor: and the Deſpicable among. Men, 
and the Ungodly, were born, in this Senſe, zaked : 
not only without any Thing to cover their Bodies, 
but what is natural; but helpleſs, altogether unable 
to rovide for themſelves, liable to Inconveniencies, 
if Jeft naked ; and under a Neceſſity of periſhing, 
if not covered, kept warm, nouriſhed and taken 
Care of. Such an one was 70 at his Birth: In 
ſuch a Condition was each of us when firſt born. 
7 What could we then do for our ſelves ? We were in 
as much Need of Clothes as Food. We muſt have 
"ſtarved and periſhed, if left deſtitute of either. 
"Well, this on the one hand, diſcovers to us our 
| pale ſinful R (including a Loſs of our 
original 


4 * 
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7 
1 
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original Righteouſneſs, with a Propenſity to Sin) 
-an 


an utter Inability to provide for our ſpiritual 
and final Welfare; and, on the other hand, gives 
us Occaſion to acknowledge the Goodneſs of Pro- 
vidence in caring for, and, by proper Means and 


Inſtruments at hand, ſupplying the Wants of ſuch 


oor, feeble, ſhiftleſs Animals as we were at our 
Birth. I have often ſpoke of our natural Lzablenefs 


0 Death, as a Token and Proof of our native 


Guilt and Corruption. I now ſpeak. of our natural 
Nakedneſs, with the Inconveniencies and Danger at- 


' tending it, as another Proof of the ſame. Inno- 


cent Man could not want any. artificial Covering, 
This became needful then, and not before, when he 


became diſrobed of his primitive Rectitude, and 


guilty before Gop. Since then we, as ſoon as 


born, ſtand in need of Cloathing, and muſt periſh, 


or ſuffer great Inconveniencies for want of it's 
This lets us ſee that we are born, in a ſpiritual 
Senſe, -naked ; and expoſed to Miſery, and deſtitute 
.of original Holineſs, without which no one can ſee 
the Lord, or be fit to enjoy the bleſſed Communion 
with Gop, that Man was formed for, and, in his 
primitive State, qualified to live in, Are we born 


into the World nated and helpleſs ? So, as Sin- 
ners, we are unable to ſave our ſelves, as incapa- 
ble of this as we were, at our firſt Birth, of pro- 
viding for our temporal Welfare. This Sinners 


muſt be made ſenſible of; this ſpiritual Nakedneſs 


we ſhould have a feeling Senſe of ; for want of 


which it is that many are proud, and confident of 


themſelves z proud of their Knowledge, or of their 
Goodneſs, or of their Abilities z without a due Con- 
cern to get clothed with the Robe of Cbriſts 
. Righteouſneſs, and the Garment of Holineſs; a 
Want of which, is the Nakedneſs ſpoken of by the 
Apoſtle, 2 Cor. v. 3. and by our Lox, to the 
Taodicean Church, Reu. iii. 17, 18. Like thoſe 


People, 


> 


* 
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People, many know not that they are -/piritually - 
naked; or they have no due feeling and felf a- 
baſing, Senſe of it: Such are adviſed to buy of 
Cb white Raĩment, that may be clothed, 
and that the Shame of their Nakedne/s do not ap- 
pear. The white Raiment, that is o needful for 


them as guilty, ungodly Creatures, confiſts of theſe 


two Parts: (1.) Juſtification by Cbriſt. (2.) San- 
ctiſication: Without both which, we lie expoſed to 
che Wrath of a juſt Gop, and are unfir to ſtand, and 
Jive, and ſerve, in the Preſence of the moſt holy 

One. This is the preſent Caſe of you and me, if 
uncotwerted. This was our Caſe as ſoon as we were 
born; of which our natural Need of Clothing is a 
Senſible Proof and Evidence. What Reaſon then 
Rave ther to love GoD, and praiſe him, whom his 


ſperial Grace provides with ſpiritual Clothing? And 


-what Reafon have we all to remember, with Thank- 


fulneſs to Gop, this Inftance of his providential 


Concern for us; that whereas we were born naked, 


_ feeble, helpleſs, ſhiftteſs, indigent, and liable to 


periſning, without the Help and Care of others; 
it pleaſed God, by proper Means and Inſtruments, 
without which Providence does not ordinarily work, 
to prevent our periſhing, to provide againſt our 
Wants, to take Care for our being decently clothed, 
kept warm, and ſufficiently maintained, in order to 


dur growing up to Manhood, or being able to take 


Tome Care of our ſelves ?? -—- 


'» [3.] He reflects on himſelf aw a dying Creature. 


He was born not only waked, but mortal, liable to 
be laid up, when dead, in the hungry Bowels of his 


original Mother Earrb. The Earth is ſpoken ef 
as the Mother of the Creatures, who were at” firfl 
made out of it. This was another Part of the 


Apoſtle's Argument for Contentment, 1 Tim. vi. 
2, g. His Argument ſtands thus. We brought 


nothing into the World: with us, and tis certain 
r = 15 Ve 
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| * 96, can carry nothing ous aving-dhateſore- 
even though Providence ſhould deny us more. Since 


/ to his everlaſting State, he had little or no-Hopes, 


| beſt Perſons, as they cannot fareſee what Trials they 
may undergo in chis World z-{@: they know not 
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% Food and Raiment, let us be therewith on,Hm , 


we myſt, cer long, paſs out of this World, the 
Diſaſters that befal us -herein, ſhould be the leſs 

grievous to us. Shall we indulge an 'Exceſs of | 
Grief for the Loſſes we fuſtain, and the. Inconye- 
niencies we may undergo, when we muſt ſhortly 
die; and then can no more; for ever, have any 
occaſion for what we now feel, and lament the 
Wel ne 
la.] He apprehended, at preſent, little or no 

Likelihood of being reſtored to plentiful, comfort- 
able Circumſtances in this World: Naked fpall I 
return thitber. Though he had Hope in Gon, a8 


at preſent, of ever being in this World any Thing 
like what he had been formerly. His Thoughts, 
with himſelf, were to this Purpoſe: Gop has. 

* ſtripp'd me of almoſt all; and there is now 3 
s Profpet of my being peer, and continuing ſo 
« while in this World.“ Gop bad determined 
otherwiſe concerning him z but at the good Man 
was, at preſent, unable to foreſœe. The viſeſt and 


what it may pleaſe a gracious Gos to do for them 
before they die. After Facob had loſt his darling 
Son 7o/eph, the good Patriarch little thought of 


what Cop aſterwards brought! about, when he 
found his Son again, and ſaw him at the Head of a 
large People. Tou, whom Ge has made to 
mourn, by his taking from you what was very dear 


to you, muſt, e er long, follow into another World 
thate-whaſe Deaths you now lament: But you can- 
not tell hat Gon may do for you before your-own 
Change comes, if, with Jab, you can humbly ſab- 
improve his 

8 Pr O- 
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providential Corrections. If Gop does not reward 
ſuch a Temper of humble Submiſſion, by tempo- 
ral Bleſſings of any Kind; he can, and, in the fore- 
mentioned Caſe, will do it by Hopes of Heaven 
and ſpiritual Comfort; ſome Drops of which, as 
Foretaſtes of future endleſs Joys, may amply re- 


compenſe all your preſent Trials, and thankf Sub- 


miſſion to them. 
Thus I have explained that Part of Job's Refle” 


ions which ' regarded himſelf : Let me next ex- 
Plain what it was that he conſider'd as to his Gop. 
1. He acknowledged Gop as the Giver, and ſu- 


preme Proprietor of all he had enjoyed. The Lord 


ave ; he gave me my Wealth, and Servants, and 
Children. By what Means ſoever Perſons become 
rich, whether by Inheritance, or the free Donation 
of others, or by their own Induſtry and Endeavours 3 
what they have is the Gift of Gop, Deut. viii. 
175 18. So are Children, P/al. cxxvii. 3. And 
ſo is every Thing we have. Vain are our Endea- 


vours to attain or preſerve temporal Emoyments 5 


without his Bleſſing. . 
2. He acknowledged Go bs uncontroulable Au- 


thority. to take away what he freely gives. The 


Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away. What 


had Gop taken from this good Man? not his Title 


to Heaven; not his — Hope through Grace; 
a 


Not his Intereſt in the peci 
temporal Subſtance, Servants and Children. Gop 


had taken from him what poſſibly he might be 


happy without, and what, had they not been taken 
from him a, and in this Manner, he could not 
always, or very much longer, have en enjoy oy d.  Gop 


had taken away no more than he had a ſovereign 
Right to take away. We are rather en than 


Owners}, rather Stewards than abſolute Proprietors 


of what we have. Now if an Owner may turn out 


* 12 1 at — and if a Lord may diſplace 
his 


ial Love of God; but his 


pa WA + ew” 
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* to be ſure, has Satan in a Chain; all the Enemies 
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his Steward; much more may the ſovereign Lord 
= of all turn ws out ef our Poſſcſtons, and by Death, 
or what way he pleaſes, take away what he has for 
a while entruſted us with. The little Delights, 
XZ whom you call your Children, are not ſo much 
yours as his. Your Subſtance, and all that you 
have lent you at preſent, it is God's: He can, and 
he has a Right to, call it out of your Hands when 
ke will. This Fob owned in the Text. What the 
Sabæans and Chaldzans unjuſtly robbed him of, 
God, without the leaſt Injuſtice might, and did = 
ſiffer to be taken from him. 
3. As he acknowledged Gop's 9 ſo 
he overlooks all ſecond Cauſes, as it were, an | 
ſeryes the Hand of Gop in what had now happen 
Z to him: The Lox D has taken away. 54 wu 
7 what the Sabeans and the Chaldeans — he 
inſt : but he knew too, that without the 
Permiſſion 2 Will of Gop they could have done 
nothing. He had been told by what Means his 
Children were taken away; but was ſenſible, and 
conſidered, that the Lord hath his way in the 
Whirlwind and in the Storm ; and that no ſecond 
Cauſes could work for or againſt him, but by the 
Appointment, and according to the Pleafure of the 
_ rſt and ſupreme Cauſe, One T hing, probably, 
the good Man might not at preſent think of ; name- 
Io the particular Hand of Satan in what had been 
ne. However, he did well ſerioufly to obſerve 
and acknowledge the Hand of Gop therein. He, 


of Gov's People are ſubject to his Controul: Ic 
was by Satans N in part, that Gov afflicted 


Job. 

4. In how a Manner ſoever Gop had - 
I afflicted him, Hen and Lips could and did ſay; | 

3 Bleſſed be the Name of 5 oy This Phraſe, te 

= Name of the Lord, is * for the Lord bin z or 

& 
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* it Ganifies the Perfeftions of Gop : His Wiſdom, J 
Goodneſs, Juſtice, F aithfulneſs, and the reſt. - Let "R 
. the. Lord be bleed, i. e. Let his Wiſdom, and 


may further do againſt me, his unworthy Servant. 
To 115 the Name of the Lord; it is 


that Gop is ſuch. an one as he has declared himſelf 
to be; that he is infinitely Wiſe, Almighty, the 
holy One, and the righteous Governor of the World; 


Providence, and to be well pleaſed with what Gop 


thankful Thoughts, and every unthankful Word. 


Now that Leſſon Job was a good Proficient in. 
He could, and did, with Heart and Lips, Bleſs the 
Name of the Lord, even when the Lord had taken 
away almoſt all he had in the World, and much 
more than the moſt have to loſe. T here are two In- 
ſtances of Conduct which I would here briefly ſpeak 


ſited a Family with Death; if the Lord's Day re- 1 
turns before the deceaſed Perſon is interr'd, it is tze 


of ſome near Relation, many will, for a Time, 


* 
92 6 2 
OY * 1 
. 


Goodneſs, and Righteouſneſs be acknowledged and 
admired, notwithſtanding what he has done, or 


(..) To be well pleaſed with Gop? 's. being what 
he is. *Tis a Pleaſure to a good Perſon, to think 


whoſe Orders none have Authority to dif] pute, and "4 
whoſe Will none can reſiſt “. 
(2.) It is to approve the entire Conduct of * 


does, as well as what he is o. 5 
(3.) To bleſs the Name of the Lord; it is to be 
thankful to Gor in every Caſe, to forBid all un- 


In every Thing give Thanks, i" the Apoſtle Paul vz. 


my Thoughts of. One is this: When Gop has vi- 


Manner of ſurviving Relatives to ſtay away, for the 
preſent, from the Houſe and publick Worſhip of 
God. The other is this: On occaſion of the Death 


forbear /nging. - If theſe Practices are thought de- 
cent, the Queſtion i is, Whether wk are want 


AI 


* fg o Pſal. cxix. 75. 5 Then v. 18. 


we. 
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and will ſtrictly comport with the Temper and 
Behaviour recorded in my Text? If Chriſtians may, 


3 and ſhould // the Name of the Lord, in Caſes and 
XZ Seaſons of cutting Affliction; why may they not 


repair to the Houſe of Goo, and ſing the Praiſes of 
an holy, righteous, merciful Go», as at other 
Times? Indeed James ſays *; 1s any Man afflifted ; 


| owes pray. Is any merry, or chearfully diſpoſed ; 


| J tet him fing Pſalms. But though Prayer is particu- 


larly — to Times of Affliction; it does not 
confine it ſelf to ſuch Seaſons : Nor does ſinging be- 
long only to Seaſons of Rejoicing; ſince there are 


b mourning, penitential Pſalms and Hymns; in the 
I Uſe of which, the Servants of Gop, as well as in 


Prayer, and other Acts of Worſhip, and their ſe- 


1 cret Thoughts, may, and ſhould bleſs the N ame of 


their ſovereign, gracious Lord, who does and will 


2 kindly remember them, and continue dealing with 


rap 7 


them, according to his everlaſting Covenant, even 
though he takes away many earthly Delights and 


Comforts from them, either for Correction, or, 
which was the Caſe of Job, for their Trial and 


5 1 Exe rciſe. 


Having thus explained what Jos ſaid on the for- 


1 rowful Occaſion, of being bereaved of his plentiful 
= Subſtance and dear Children; I next conſider the 


_Z Commendation added in ver. 22. In all this Job 


F 


2 5 
3 

1 

oe 


| 1 = uned not, nor charged God fooliſhly. Obſerve, 


1. To what the Commendation extended it ſelf. 


F II all this, It refers not to his after Diſcourſes and 


Behaviour, in which were ſome notable Diſcoveries 


2 of human Frailty ; but to his Diſcourſe and Be- 


$ haviour paſt. Whatever paſſionate Diſcourſes Jos 
was after overtaken with; how much ſoever he 
th be provoked to ſpeak unadviſedly with his 
Jt by the unkind, uncharitable EP and 


.0 8 v. 13. 15 
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Behaviour of his Friends, whom he expected to be 


a Support and Comfort to him in the Day of his 


Trial; yet in what the Text records as ſpoken and 
done by him, there was nothing blameable. In all 
this, He did well to be concerned for, and affect- 
ed with what Gop had done. He did well, when 


concerned and affected, to bow before Gop ; not to 


ſuffer the Greatneſs of his Calamities to indiſpoſe 


and unfit him for his Duty, and for an humble Sub- 


miſſion to Gop. + | 


2. His Diſcourſe and Behaviour, as recorded in 


the Text, were remarkably good and exemplary. 
In all this Job ſinned not. He was not free from 
the ſinful Corruption that the beſt find in them- 
ſelves, and that none muſt expect to be fully releaſed 
from on this ſide Death. If the great and holy 


Apoſtle Paul found, that when he would do Gooa © 
(when he aimed at, and inclined to ſuch a pure, 


ſpiritual, perfect Manner of performing his Duty 
as the holy Law of Gop preſcribes) Evil was pre- 
ſent with him, the Evil of corrupt Nature to hinder 


his doing what a Principle of Grace diſpoſed him 1 
for, and to cauſe him to do what, as renewed, hjhe 


was averſe to: If this was his Experience, we can- 


not ſuppoſe that the Caſe was better with Fob ; who, A 
though a Perſon of extraordinary Piety, in the Day + 


and Place wherein he lived, was ſcarcely equal to 2 | 


holy Paul. The Corruption of fallen Nature can- 
not ſo clearly and fully diſcover it ſelf before as af- 
ter Converſion. *Tis not poſſible for an uncon- 


verted Man to have ſo juſt and ſo humbling a Senſe 


of corrupt Nature as every one has in whom a Prin- 


ciple of Grace is begun. The Holieſt of God's 


People are, of all Perſons, the beſt acquainted with 


the remaining Corruption of their own Hearts, and 


moſt forward to ſpeak of themſelves in ſuch aba- 
ſing Language as the Apoſtle uſes Rom. vii. 14, c. 


Confiſtentiy with which, muſt be underſtood this 


i 


— 
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Part of the Account given of holy 7ob ; in all this 


Be ſinned not, &c. his Speech and Deportment were - 


thus far remarkably good: There was not in either 


any notorious Diſcovery of human Frailty. . Hi- 
therto he behaved, as well as any good Man, in 


this preſent imperfect State, could be reaſonably 


expected to do; without any Thing of, the Impati- 
ence and Irreverence of Gop that broke forth after- 
wards. | rt e 
3. His Conduct was not ſuch as might be inter- 


preted a charging God fooliſhly, or as it might be 
render'd, an attributing Folly to God. That Gop 


governs the World in infinite Wiſdom all will 
grant: Yet our Temper and Behaviour under At- 


fliction, may be too unſuitable to ſuch a Truth. 


When we murmur againſt the Hand of Gon, and 


| do not endeavour for a quiet, thankful Submiſſion 


to his Pleaſure ; we do, in effect, aſcribe Folly and 
Iniquity to Goo. Our Wills do ſo, and our Be- 


baviour does ſo, though our Judgments contradict it. 


The Arguments then that the Text ſuggeſts for 

quieting our Minds, and inclining us not to indulge 

an Exceſs of Sorrow on any Occaſion, are theſe : 
(1.) We came into the World-zaked ; and Gop 


might eaſily reduce us to ſuch an indigent, helpleſs 
Condition, if we provoke him by murmuring in 


our Thoughts, and do not endeavour for a quiet, 
humble Submiſſion to his correcting Diſpenſa- 


tions. 


(2.) The beſt of God's Servants have been 
brought very low, and reduced to an helpleſs Con- 


dition, as to the preſent World; — ſo was Job: 


For though his extraordinary Troubles were of no 


How L Troubles continued none can be certain. 
Some have fancied they might laſt ſeveral Years : Others fix 
upon one Year rather ; but it is probable, that the Time of their 
Continuance was conſiderably leſs, and that they laſted not above 
EET p 8 


a” 


; 3 


long Continuance, that was not foreſeen by him 
when he ſpake as in the Text. N 


3.) Whatever the holy, wiſe Sun G be 
World takes from us, he takes no more than what 


he gave, and no more than what he has a much 
greater Propriety in than we can pretend to. 

(4.) Whatever he takes away from good Men, 
he continues more, or what is unſpeakably better 
than the Things he deprives them of.— Are not ſpi- 


this World? | 7 
(z.) In how ſevere a Manner ſoever he deals with 


us or any others, he is wwi/e, good and holy notwith- 
_ ſtanding ; 


ritual Bleſſings greatly preferable to every Thing of 


ſharpeſt Exerciſes of Gop's People, as conſiſtent 
with his ſpecial Love to them, ſhould not hinder 
their Thankfulneſs, or indiſpoſe them for bleſſing 


the Name of a moſt wiſe, gracious and holy Gop. 
(.) If we murmur with our Lips, or in our 
Hearts, againſt what Gop does, and refuſe an 


humble Reſignation to his Pleaſure, when he or- 
ders Afflictions for us, we do, in effect, charge God 
fooliſhly ; we aſcribe Folly and Iniquity to him. 
But ſhall he that hateth Right govern, and wilt 
thou condemn him that is moſt juſt +? If it is unfit to 


a Month or two. Eliphax, and the reſt who agreed to meet on 
the ſad Occaſion, probably, did not live far from where Fob 
lived. As ſoon as they heard of his extraordinary Caſe, they, 
it is likely, would haſten their Viſit. They had been with him 
about a Week when the Diſpute between him and them began ; 
which Diſpute might not continue many Days between them, 
when the great God himſelf interpoſed for deciding it; and 
preſently granted to his Servant Fob, while praying for his 
Friends, or ſoon after, a full Recovery out of all his Troubles. 
All theſe Things may be crouded into the ſmall Space of one or 
two Months ; Br than which the extraordinary Trials of this 
ood Man did not, probably, continue. + | 
DE pack , 


and this Character of his muſt be ac- 
knowledged practically as well as verbally, The 
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ſay to a King, Thou art wicked; or to Princes, 
Ye are ungodly ; How much leſs to him who ac 
cepteth not the Perſons of Princes, nor regardeth the 


Rich more than the Poor? The great God will not 


lay upon Man more than is right, that he ſhould en- 
ter into Fudgment with God, or have any Occaſion 
to arraign his Conduct as any otherwiſe than mot 


- 


equitable and wiſe. 


(..) Good Men have been humbly ſubmiſſive to the 


Rod of Gor, when it has ſmitten them much more 


ſeverely than any of us have ever yet felt. What 


are our Loſſes, and the Calamities that befal us in 


Compariſon of Job's? Not only a Part, but the 


Whole of his large Subſtance was 1urned over into 
the Hands of the Wicked u. A great Number of, 


Perſons, while acting and employ'd in his Service, 
were ſuddenly and barbarouſly murdered: . Others, 


with his Sheep, were ſtruck dead by Lightning, 


as though the Hand of Gop himſelf was gone forth 


againſt him, and the holy One regarded him as an 


Enemy. He loſt not one Child only, but his All, 
ſeven Sons and three Daughters; who were ſnatch'd 


from him, not in any ordinary way, but ſuddenly, 


in the midſt of their Mirth, and in ſuch an extra- 
ordinary Manner, as look'd like a particular Mark 


of Govp's Diſpleaſure with Bim and them. In ſuch 


diſtreſſing Circumſtances as theſe, he did indeed rend 


his Mantle, and ſhave his Head, to ſhow that he 


” 


was not inſenſible of, or unaffected with the afflict- 


ing Hand of the Almighty ; yet, in token of his 


not being hereby indiſpoſed for religious Worſhip, 


and his entertaining no Sentiments diſhonourable to 
the Wiſdom, Equity and Sovereignty of Provi- 


dence, he fell down on the Ground and worſhipped, 
aying, Naked, &c. Bleſſed be the Name, of the 


Job xxxiv. 18, 19, 23. Chap. xvi. 11. 


Lord: | 
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Tord: In all which be finned not, nor charged bis 
God fooliſhly. Therefore, | 
Fr.] What Reaſon have we to be aſhamed, and 

to condemn our ſelves, when, under much lighter 

Strokes than what 706 felt, we are much more im- 

patient and untoward than he was? Can any of us 

pretend that our Trials and Sufferings are compa- 
rable with his? If all that we have in the World 
was ſnatch'd from us, our Loſſes would notwith- 
ſtanding be greatly inferior to what was ordered 
for him. But, praiſed be Gop for it, whatever he 

3 es us of, and howſoever his Providence exer- 

ciſes us, we have many Bleſſings left, for which 

Thankfulneſs becomes us much more than Uneaſi- 
nefs and Complaints, at all Times. Job, it may 

be, walked more cloſely with Gop than any of us, 

and yet was much more ſharply corrected than we 
bave ever yet been. Why then are we ſo apt to be caſt 
down and dejected for our much leſſer Afflict ions? 


Why are we not more in humble Thankfulneſs to a 


correcting Gop, and much readier, on every Oc- 
caſion, to expreſs our ſelves in Strains of Submiſſion 
to, and an holy Admiration of a wiſe, gracious, and 


faithful God ?—As ſerious, humble Chriſtians, who 15 


are deeply ſenſible of the Plague of corrupt Nature, 
and unto whom vain Thoughts, Wandrings of the 
Heart in Duty, Fits of Indiſpoſition for religious 
Exerciſes in the proper Seaſons of them, with other 
Corruptions and ſinful Imperfections, are a ſtated 
Burden ; as theſe, for want of knowing others equal- 
ly with themſelves, are ready to ſuppoſe that there 
are none whoſe Hearts are ſo baſe as theirs ; that ſo 
much Corruption as they feel in themſelves can 
hardly conſiſt with a ſincere, prevailing Love to 
| Chriſt ; and that all his true Servants find it much 
better with them than they do; ſo many impatient, 


fretful Profeſſors, too little afflicted for their Sins, 


and g too much concerned * their Croſſes, are - 


and recommended to Imitation. 2 5% 


forward to imagine that none are ſo ſeverely dealt 
with as they; that their Troubles are more intole- 
rable than thoſe of any other. If aſd how they do, 
or how it is with them? they will ſeldom praiſe 
Gop for their Condition being no worſe, or feeling- 
ly expreſs a thankful Admiration of his Goodneh 
though he afflicts them (as 7o# did in the Text, 
when much more ſharply viſited) but they geperal- 
ly complain, throw ont Expreſſions of Uneaſineſs and 
Diſcontent, and ſo implicitly charge Gop fooliſh- 
ly, or attribute Iniquity and Cruelty to him. 1; 
Brethren, theſe Things ought not ſo to- be, Is this 
a taking up the Croſs, as every true Diſciple 0 
Chriſt is taught and expected to do * ? Does this 
look like a Conformity to that Direction; In every 
Thing give Thanks ; for this is the Will of God is 
Chriſt Feſus concerning you *, who call your ſelves his 
People ? 35 „ 
- [2.] Let us ſet the Example of Job before it, 
and beg of Gop Grace to conform to, and copy 
after, ſo ſhining a Pattern of holy Patience and hum- 
ble Submiſſion. + ES 2 
With Job, who rent bis Mantle, and ſhaved his 
Head, in compliance with the Habit and Manner of 
Mourners in his Day and Country; let not Profes- 
ſors ſcruple a Conformity to ſuch civil, Lao 
Rites and Ulages, either in Mourning, or any other 


Caſes, as obtain in the Times and Places whereitt 


their Lot is caſt. If there are any who place Reli- 
gion in a Speech, Dreſs and Behaviour, differing 
trom the innocent, civil Cuſtoms: of all others (as 
the Quakers ſeem to do) that Temper of theirs is 
far from being commendable :' It remarkably dif- 
fers from the Temper and Practice of holy 7oÞ-z 
whoſe Example likewiſe teaches us not to deſpiſe ths 
„Matt. xvi. 24. * 1 Theſſ. y, 18. | 


D 


bas. 
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_ Chaſtning of the Lord. As there is an Hand ef 
"Gow in every mournful Occurrence ; and as he al- 
ways afflicts his Creatures for ſome Good End or 
other; ſo we ſhould take a ſerious Notice of what 
he does, as Job did when he rent his Mantle, and 
ſhaved his Head. We muſt not think, as the * Sto- 
ichs formerly did, That * the Paſſions are abſo- 
*<© Jutely inconſiſtent with Reaſon 3” That © a wiſe 


f 
1 
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} 
q 
: 
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ee, Man ſhould never rejoice, or grieve, or weep 


© on any Occaſion.” As we ſhould mourn for our 
having ſo much diſpleaſed and diſhonoured God; 
fo*tis not irreligious or unreaſonable to mourn under 
his afflicting Hand, and to teſtify our Concern for 
the Croſſes and Troubles he viſits us with 


With Fob, who fell down on the Ground and 
2worſhipped, let us ſee to it, that no Croſſes and 
Exerciſes of any Kind, indiſpoſe us for the wor- 


ſhipping and ſerving God with Reverence and Hu- 


mility. 


Wich holy Fob, whoſe Sentiments and Reflectij- 


ons, on the Occaſion referred to in the Text, were 
ſo agreeable to the moſt lowly Poſture he put him- 
{elf into; let us, on mourning Occaſions, ſeriouſly 


* This Set, which we read of As xvii. 18. took its Name 
from S702, Stoa, a Portico; becauſe in one of the To, 
| Portico's at Athens, Zeno, the Founder of this Sect, taught his 
\ Philoſophy ; ſome of the Tenets of which were, that there is, 
in every Man, o des Aoyos, a right Reaſon, which attended to, 


is ſufficient to guide him to Virtue and - Happineſs ; that the 


Paſſions are unreaſonable, u. n ear ariya. This Set, if I 
miſtake not, prevailed more than any other in the firſt Ages of 


Chriſtianity. From hence ſprang Pelagiani/m, and the ſeveral 


Expreſſions, ſounding ſomewhat like it, in the Writings of ſome 


of the earlier Fathers. As P/atoni/m brought forth A4riani/m 
ſo ,the Stoick Philoſophy gave Riſe to thoſe proud Conceits 


among Chriſtians, as to the Sufficiency of Reaſon, the Power of 


Man's Will, &c. which contradict both the whole Tenor of the 
Goſpel, and Chriſtian Experience, 5 | 5 


| ö | Temem- 


* ” « * 
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remember the naked, deſtitute, helpleſs Condition in 
which we were born, and unto which divine Pro- 
vidence might confine us. Naked came I out of my 
Mother's Womb ſhould each of us ſay; not as 
ſome? of the Pagan Philoſophers did, in a way of 
angry, unthankful, reflecting on Nature as an un. 
kind Step- mother; but rather, with an humble, 
ſelf-abaſing Senſe of the ſinful Corruption we are 
born with, as Deſcendants from the firſt Adam; and 
with a Spirit of Submiſſion to the Will of Gop, 
who orders our coming into the World naked, in 
the Senſe afore- mentioned, by Reaſon of Sin. 
With good Fob, let us acknowledge Go as the 
- Giver of all that we have, and as having a ſove- 
reign Right to take from us what his Providence 
has lent us. The Lord gives, and the Lord takes 
away, ſhould we ſay, whenever he is pleaſed tg 
croſs and diſappoint us, with Hearts ready to take in 
good Part all his Diſpenſations, and to watch a- 
ainſt murmuring Thoughts, as well as unthankful, 
rebellious Speeches againſt him. „ 
With Job, who, when deprived of his Subſtance, 
Servants and Children, could and did &/e/s thg 
Name of the Lord; let us ſincerely aſcribe Wiſ⸗ 
dom, Righteouſneſs, Goodneſs, Faithfulneſs to our 
Maker on every Occaſion. While too many arg 
unthankful for an Abundance (which appears from 
their being ſo neglectful of their Duty to that God, 


Y Tully complains, — That Man is brought into the 
World, not by Nature as a kind Parent, but as a Step- mother; | 
with a Body naked and feeble, as well as a, Mind liable to R 
Fears and much Anxietude, &c. On which the great Augu/tine | 
makes this Remark : Naturam accuſavit, rem widit, cauſam 
neſcivit, &. He accuſed Nature, he ſaw ſomewhat of the 

ing; but knew not the Cauſe of it, or from whence it is that 


this heavy Yoke is laid on the Children of Adam. Contr. Fu- 
"1 Wy whose 
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| whoſe Providence is ſo liberal in its Diſtributions to 


them) let us rather imitate the * Man ſpoken of 
in the Text, in a being diſpoſe 


or ſovereign Authority of the great Gop. 


and endeavouring 
to be pleaſed with 9 — 76 Gop doesz and to 
maintain an humble, ſubmiſſive, thankful Spirit, 
even when he orders the moſt afflictive Circum- 
ſtances 8 
With Job, let us abhor every Speech and every 
Behaviour that may look like an attributing Folly 
and Iniquity to the moſt wiſe, good and righteous 


Governor of the World. Every Croſs that we 


meet with, is from Gop, being ordered by him for 


dur 7 or Trial. To find fault with it, or 


to mur in our Thoughts againſt it, is no bet. 
ter than an Impeachment of the Wiſdom, Equity,” | 

t be- 
comes us, therefore, either 7 hold our Peace, or to 
be humbly ſilent, as Aaron was on a very awful 
Occaſion 3 or, if we ſpeak, to leſs 7he Na of 


the Lord, as Fob did in the Text. For, Is it not 


his Prerogative to over-rule all the Affairs of this 


Y World: ? and. can he act otherwiſe than wiſely and 


equitably ? which requires us to ſuppreſs every re- 
bellious Thought or Sigh ; to pray and ſtrive a- 
gainſt every Inſtance of Behaviour that may ſeem 
. to ſuch an holy, ſubraiſſive, exem- 
. as we read of in the Text. 

5 Who-is ſufficient for theſe Things of himſelf? 


What fretful, impatient, Gop provoking Rebels 


might the beſt prove, if left to themſelves in any 
Day of Temptation and Trial? * The holieſt 


Man on Earth, who mourns and ſighs over the 


+ horrible Wickedneſſes that are abroad, is obliged 
(fays one) „ to lament at home, and ſay, There 
30 is ies = iis, ſomewhat in my own Heart 


| z 8 X. 3. | a Edward Polbil, Ela: 


6c an- | 
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ec anſwering to all theſe; were I but dimiſſus libero 
(1 arbitris, lefr to my own ſelf, I might fall into 
«© Jonab's Pet againſt the great Gop; or roll in 
David's Adultery and Blood; or Peter like, 

c deny my Lord, and do it curſing and damn- 
e ing of my ſelf, as the Original imports z- or turn 
% a Fulian, a total, final Apoſtate, and * dart up 

e my bloody Blaſphemy againſt Heaven at my dy- 
« ing Hour,” By reaſon of indwelling Sin, which 
remains in the beſt, and is the daily Burden of the 
regenerate Soul, what continual Reaſon have we 
to cry to Gop for upholding Grace in every. Sea» - 


ſon of Affliction, That no Afflictions or Exerciſes - - 


of any Kind may overcome our Love to Goo 
and that we may be the perſevering Followers of © 
thoſe who through Faith and Patience are' now in- 
Heriting the Promiſes ©? As Gop is the Giver of 
every Grace, ſo he takes the Name of the Gon 


| of Patience from his being the Giver of true 


hriſtian Patience; which diſpoſes Perſons to 
yield to the afflicting Hand of Go, and to 
hold out praying and praiſing too, whatever 
Trials and Exerciſes his Providence calls them to 
conflict with” 


I would not break off without leaving with you 
ſome few Hints as to the Patience and Submi 
of our great Lord during his humbled State. Though 

Job's Troubles greatly exceeded ours, they were as 


d Here he takes for granted what ſome of the Ancients relate 
of Fulian the Apoſtate (though ſome learned Moderns think it 
a Miſtake) that Julian being wounded in a Battle with the Per- 
fans, received ſome of the Blood, iſſuing from the Wound, into 


his Hand, and threw it up towards Heaven, laying, Thou haf 


conquer d, O Galilzan! V. Echard's Roman Hiſt. Vol. III. 


. 7 . 
© Rom, xv. 5. 
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nothing in Compariſon of what the eternal Jon of 
Gov, in our Nature and World, ſubmitted to. 
'He ſtooped not only to an Aſſumption of the hu- 
man Nature, but to as low, mean, 8 Con- 
dition in that Nature, as it was poſſible for the 
holy one to do. Look through . Goſpel Hi- 
ry trace him from the Manger at Bethlehem to 


his Croſs at Mount Calvery; take a diſtinct =) 
d 


' tice of the Loſſes he ſuſtained, the Indignities an 
Affronts he met with, the many Contradictions of 
Sinners againſt himſelf, the Pains, Ignominy, an 
E accurſed Death that he endured, notwithſtanding his 
| being holy, harmleſs, undefiled and ſeparate from 
wn S conſider all theſe Things as patiently, and 
humbly ſubmitted to by him (who was not a meer 
Creature, but God manifeſted in the Fleſh) and as 
ſubmitted to by ſo great a Perſon, for ſuch worth- | 
leſs Creatures as we; and raiſe thereupon ſuch Re- 
| flections as theſe : Did our great LoR D condeſcend 
39 'to make himſelf fo mean for our Sakes, rather than 
A we ſhould periſh for ever, and be 10% in the worſt 
"Senſe of the Word? Did he ſuffer fo much as the 
'Goſpel Hiſtories relate, and ſhall not we be ready 
| to pier the Loſs of all Things for him ? Shall we 
| not chuſe to walk in his Steps ? Shall not the ſame 
Mind, or the ſame humble, meek, patient, ſub- 
=. miſſive, ſelf-deny1 "g Temper, that did ſo eminently 
| ſhow it ſelf throughout his humbled State, be, and 
| Mell in us? A very learned * Humaniſt being, 
| when near his End, adviſed to take Encourage- 
| ment from the Sſoic Philoſophers he had been much 
| converſant with, reply'd, as it is ſaid ; „ All that 
= | £&- is. Vanity: O Lord Jeſus, give me Chriſtian Pa- 
. e tience;ꝰ Words well worthy of Remark, as they 
| acknowledged the Vaony of the Stoic Philoſophy, 


uhu Lipfins, of whom this is n by Meltbior Adam. 
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and contained in them an Addreſs to Cbriſt as 
God, and as the Giver of true Patience. The fa> 
mous Bernard repreſents him as“ a Mirror of Pa- 
e tience, and the Reward of every patient, hum- 
« ble Chriſtian.” Many are the precious Promi- 
ſes that his Word ſpeaketh to ſuch an one. One 
of them you find in Fames 1. 12. Bleſſed is the Man 
| that endureth Temptation; for when he is tried, or 
0 has undergone the Trials ordered for him, be Dall 
) receive the Crown of Life, which the Lord hath pro- 
miſed to them who love him, and diſcover their 
Love to him, in an humble Submiſſion to his diſ- 
| poling as well as his preceptive Will. How ear- 
neſtly then ſhould we pray as Paul did for the 
Theſſalonians, That the Lord would diret# our 
Hearts into the Love of God, and a patient waiting - 
for Chriſt ©? Well might the forementioned learned 
Man deſire of Chriſt the Gift of Chriſtian Patience, 
as that which remarkably differs from the Patience 
known to, and dictated by the Heathen Sages. 
Patience (ſays one of the greateſt of them) is a 
“ voluntary and long enduring of Troubles and Dif- 
„e ficulties from a Senſe of Honour, and a Regard 
% to Profit.” The true Chriſtian is indeed a Man 
if Honour, in that he abhors the Thought of be- 
having it, under Trials, diſagreeably to the Pre- 
cepts and Examples of Humility and Submiſſion, 
propounded to him in the Word of Gop. He 
has his Eye alſo on the future Recompence that 
waits for humble, patient, perſevering Followers of 
the Lamb; and beſides that, he feels the conſtrain- 
ing Influence of a Redeemer's Love (as well as his 


2 Theſſ. iii. 5. | | | | 

f Patientia eſt, honeſtatis aut utilitatis causa, rerum arduarum 
ac difficilium voluntaria ac diuturna perpeſſio. Cicero, I. 3. 
Rbetoric. ad Heren. „ 
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Example) which effectually diſpoſes him to take up : 
the Croſs; to bear the Indignation of the Lord 


without giving way to- repining, diſcontented 


Thoughts; - to give Thanks, and. %%, the Name 
of a moſt wiſe, gracious, ſovereign Lord in every _ 
Condition ; and to continue humbly waiting, long- 


ing, praying for the compleat Salvation purchaſed 


by a ſuffering Jeſus, for all who hear and learn, 


and endeavour to practiſe that Leſſon; If any Man 


will come after me, let him deny himſelf, and Lake 
ap the 0 roſs and follow me. 


ET. * I 8. 
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N Line 1 3. of the marginal Note, Page 5 5. for I/rael's read $ 
1 1 8. 
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Lately Publiſhed, and Sold ty J. Oswa lb. . 


Ermons and Diſcourſes. In two Parts. I. Man's Liable: 
neſs to Death and judgment by Reaſon of Sin; and his 


"I appearing the ſecond Time to aboliſh, for his Followers, all 


the Effects of Sin. II. A Diſcourſe on the Apoſtle Paul's 
Preaching before Fzlix ; and Felix's Anſwer to Paul's Reaſon- 
ing with him. Being the Subſtance of ſeveral Sermons n 2 1 


from As xxiv. 25. Price 2s. 6d. | 
An Awakening Call to young Perſons ; ſet forth in a Sermon 


on Occaſion of the Death of three young Perſons. Price 4. 


The beſt Way to provide againſt Old Age, and to prepare 
for Death; in a Sermon on Occaſion of the Death of Mr. Sa- 


aue Cotton. Price 44. 
The right Manner of remembring our Loi Ws Nativity, and' 


the abſolute Neceſſity of being new Creatures ; ſet forth in two 


Sermons : One preach'd December 24 and 2 5 the other Ja- 


nua 1. Price 64. 


N. B. There is now in the Preſs, and eedily ab be publibed, 
A Treatiſe on the Uſe commonly made of the Lords Proper. 


All theſe by the Reverend Mr. SamueL HEBDEn, at Wren- 


tham i in Suffolk, 
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